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BACKGROUND 

Appellants' invention relates to a pipe clamp. An 

understanding of the invention can be derived from a reading of 

exemplary claim 1, which is reproduced as follows: 

1. A device for providing electrical contact to an outer 
conductor of a coaxial cable, the outer conductor having bare 
segments, said device comprising: 

a) a base structure adapted to be tensioned around a coaxial 
cable, said base structure provided with an interior surface and 
an exterior surface; 

b) sealing lips operatively associated with said base 
structure and extending from said interior surface thereof, said, 
sealing lips for providing a seal between said base structure and 
a coaxial cable when said base structure is tensioned 
therearound; 

c) a band shaped, electrically conducting contact element 
attached to said base structure, said band shaped, electrically 
conducting contact element including at least one resilient, 
electrically conducting contact protrusion formed integrally 
therewith and biased to extend beyond said sealing lips so that 
when said base structure is tensioned around a coaxial cable said 
resilient, electrically conducting contact protrusion will rest 
against the bare segments of the coaxial cable and provide 
electrical contact therewith. 

The prior art references of record relied upon by the 

examiner in rejecting the appealed claims are: 

Ellinwood 2,279,866 Apr. 14, 1942 

Tinnerman 2,423,627 Jul. 8, 1947 

Claims 1, 3, 7, 8, 11, 13, 14, 16-18, 20, 22-26, 29, 30 and 
3 9 stand rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 112, second paragraph, as 



being indefinite. 
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Claims 1, 3, 7, 8, 11, 13, 14, 16-18, 20, 22, 24, 25, 29 and 
39 stand rejected under 102(e) as being anticipated by Ellinwood. 

Claims 23 and 26 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Ellinwood. 

Claim 30 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ellinwood in view of Tinnerman . 

Rather than reiterate the conflicting viewpoints advanced by 
the examiner and appellant regarding the above-noted rejections, 
we make reference to the examiner's answer (mailed January 28, 
2004) for the examiner's complete reasoning in support of the 
rejections, and to appellant's brief (filed August 28, 2003) and 
reply brief (filed March 29, 2004) for appellant's arguments 
thereagainst . Only those arguments actually made by appellant 
have been considered in this decision. Arguments which appellant 
could have made but chose not to make in the brief have not been 
considered. See 37 CFR § 41 .37 (c) (1) (vii) . 

OPINION 

In reaching our decision in this appeal, we have carefully 
considered the subject matter on appeal, the rejections advanced 
by the examiner, and the evidence of indef initeness , anticipation 
and obviousness relied upon by the examiner as support for the 
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rejections. We have, likewise, reviewed and taken into 
consideration, in reaching our decision, appellant's arguments 
set forth in the briefs along with the examiner's rationale in 
support of the rejections and arguments in rebuttal set forth in 
the examiner ' s answer . 

Upon consideration of the record before us, we reverse. We 
begin with the rejection of claims 1, 3, 7, 8, 11, 13, 14, 16-18, 
20, 22-26, 29, 30 and 39 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph. 

Claims are considered to be definite, as required by the 
second paragraph of 3 5 U.S.C. § 112, when they define the metes 
and bounds of a claimed invention with a reasonable degree of 
precision and particularity. See In re Venezia , 530 F.2d 956, 
958, 189 USPQ 149, 151 (CCPA 1976). The examiner's position 
(answer, page 3) is that the band shaped coupling element is not 
attached to the base, but rather is part of the base. 
Specifically, the examiner relies upon the language of pages 17 
and 18 of the specification that the base 4 comprises the band 
shaped contact element 10 and the elastic part 22 . The examiner 
concludes, ( id. ) that the band is part of the base, not attached 
to it . 
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Appellant asserts (brief, pages 11 and 12) that in the 
elected embodiment of figures 5 and 6, "the contact element is 
imbedded into the base structure for purposes of attachment." 

The examiner responds (answer, page 4) that appellant refers 
to the figures of the elected species and other embodiments, but 
does not address the description of the device in the 
specification. The examiner asks (answer, page 5) n [h]ow can a 
part of device also be attached to the same device." 

Appellant responds (reply brief, page 2) that the examiner 
fails to consider the written description as a whole because as 
shown in figures 1 and 2 and as described on page 18 of the 
specification, the contact element is embedded into the base 
structure . 

From our review of the elected species of figures 5 and 6 
and the accompanying portions of the specification (which differs 
from the first embodiment by the substitution of a blade shaped 
contact protrusion) we find that base structure 4 comprises band- 
shaped metal contact element 10 and comprises part 22 made from 
an elastic material. As is clear from figure 2, contact element 
10 is attached to and in some areas, embedded into, elastic part 
22. With this interpretation of the specification in mind, we 
turn to the language of claim 1 that is argued by the examiner to 
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be indefinite. Claim 1 recites, inter alia , "a base structure. . 
. sealing lips operatively associated with said base structure . 
. . said sealing lips for providing a seal between said base 
structure and & coaxial cable ... a band shaped, electrically 
conducting contact element attached to said base structure . . . 
said . . . contact element including at least one . . . 
protrusion . . . biased to extend beyond said sealing lips ..." 
We find from the language of the claim, that the claim does not 
recite the elastic part 22, but rather the sealing lips 30, 32, 
34 and 36 of the elastic part 22. Thus, as set forth, the base 
as claimed is broad enough to include the portions of the elastic 
part 22 that are not part of the sealing lips. As a result, the 
claim language regarding the contact element being "attached to" 
the base structure is correct because the base structure, as 
claimed, includes the portions of the elastic part 22 that are 
not part of the sealing lips. The language of the specification 
of comprising, and the language of the claim of "attached to" are 
not mutually exclusive due to the breadth of the claim. This is 
so because of the claim language of the protrusion of the contact 
element extending beyond the sealing lips associated with the 
base structure, which includes the portions of the elastic 
element 22 other than the sealing lips. Accordingly, we find the 
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language of independent claims 1 and 13 to be definite.- With 
respect to dependent claim 8, argued by appellant, we reverse the 
rejection of claim 8 based on our findings, supra , with respect 
to independent claims 1 and 13. The rejection of claims 1, 3, 7, 
8, 13, 14, 16-18, 20, 22-26, 29, 30 and 39 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, 
second paragraph, is reversed. 

We turn next to the rejection of claims 1, 3, 7, 8, 11, 13, 
14, 16-18, 20, 22, 24, 25, 29 and 39 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Ellinwood. Appellant asserts (brief, page 
14) that the sealing lips of subparagraph (b) are not found in 
Ellinwood. Appellant asserts (brief, page 15) that the sealing 
lips of the claimed invention seal against penetration of air and 
moisture. Appellant notes ( id. ) that in Ellinwood, cushion 13 
prevents displacement and dampening vibration of an air or fuel 
conduit line. It is argued that in Ellinwood, there is no 
disclosure of a seal against a conduit, and that the mere fact 
that the edges are shown to project does not inherently suggest a 
seal, since the cushion does not extend around the circumference 
of the pipe (conduit) against which it is asserted to provide a 
seal. It is further argued (brief, page 16) that w [f jurthermore, 
the examiner has provided no reasonable basis in fact or 
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technical reasoning to support a conclusion sealing lips 
necessarily flow from the disclosure of Ellinwood." 

The examiner's position (answer, page 3) is that in the 
embodiment of figures 5-8 of Ellinwood, base structure 10, 13 is 
adapted to be tensioned around a coaxial cable, and that the 
edges 13 of cushion 13 are sealing lips that project, in the area 
of 13 in figure 7 "for providing a seal." The examiner 
additionally relies upon element 10 of Ellinwood for the claimed 
electrically conducting contact element, which includes metallic 
contact protrusion 14. 

A prior art reference may anticipate without disclosing a 
feature of the claimed invention if that missing characteristic 
is necessarily present, or inherent, in the single anticipating 
reference. Continental Can Co. v. Monsanto Co. , 948 F.2d 1264, 
1268 (Fed. Cir. 1991) . Schering Corp. v. Geneva Pharms . , Inc. , 
339 F.3d 1373, 1377 (Fed. Cir. 2003). If, however, the 
disclosure is sufficient to show that the natural result flowing 
from the operation as taught would result in the performance of 
the questioned function, it seems to be well settled that the 
disclosure should be regarded as sufficient. 

From our review of Ellinwood, we make the following findings 
of fact: 
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"[t]his invention relates to conduit supporting clips" 
(col. 1, lines 1 and 2); 

"the clips are especially made to provide for a 
cushioned supporting and an electrical grounding of 
metallic conduit lines, such as the air, oil, fuel and 
other conduit or similar lines in airplanes and the 
like." (col. 1, lines 6-10); 

"[mjoreover, inasmuch as the lines are subjected to 
considerable vibration the clip must be rugged and have 
the cushioning medium and the grounding strip or 
element securely incorporated therewith or carried 
thereby so that the vibration will not cause the 
cushion and grounding element to slip or work out of 
place and fall in their respective functions, or cause 
a loose or insecure connection of the clip and line. 
The primary object of the present invention is to 
provide a line supporting clip for the purposes 
hereinbefore noted, which will afford a reliable and 
full cushioned and thoroughly electrically grounded 
support and connection of the line with respect to the 
structure on which the clip is mounted, and maintain 
these desirable qualities over long periods of time and 
regardless of vibration" (col. 1, lines 25-42); 

"[y]et another purpose is to provide in a clip of the 
character described a novel and efficacious form of 
tensioned grounding strip or element which will resiliently 
or yieldingly engage the metallic conduit line embraced by 
the clip" (col. 2, lines 1-5); 

"the clip comprises a bendable resilient metal strap 1 
which is adapted to embrace a metallic conduit, line A" 
(col. 2, lines 44-48) ; 

"[t]his cushion is made of resilient rubber or other 
similar resilient and compressible material and 
preferably is tubular and surrounds the loop portion to 
prevent displacement thereof from the strap as might 
occur if the cushion were otherwise formed or secured 
on the strap. The cushion may be preformed as a tube 
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and tightly fitted over the strap or the strap may be 
dipped in molten rubber or the like in such manner as 
to form the desired coating and cushion on the strap" 
(col. 3, lines 7-17); 

As shown in figures 1 and 2, " [t]he reduced thickness of the 
grounding strip 6 permits the rubber cushion 5 to overlap 
the edges of the strip and therefore support substantially 
the entire circumference of the line A" (col. 3, lines 31- 
35) ; 

"[t]hus the strip or member 6 will partly encircle the 
line in tensioned or yielding contact therewith when 
the ends 2 are secured tightly together and to the 
member B as shown in Fig. 1" (col. 3, lines 43-47); 

n [w]hen the fastening 4 is inserted in place it will 
maintain the strip or tongue 6 carried by the portion 7 
in the desired position overlying the cushion 5 and in 
contact with the conduit line embraced by the cushion 
and strap, so that the conduit line will be securely 
anchored and also electrically bonded or grounded to 
the metallic structure of the airplane on which the 
strip is mounted even if the integral joint of the 
strip with the strap breaks or falls in its purpose" 
(col . 4, lines 2-12) ; 

"said cushion and strip will be securely held against 
displacement and reliably perform their respective 
functions regardless of vibratory and other movements 
of the line which would tend to dislodge such parts" 
(col . 4, lines 23-27) , 

"tongue-like strips 14 are resilient or tensioned and 
of considerably less width than the strap and lie in 
inwardly spaced relation to the inner periphery of the 
cushion so as to yieldingly engage or have a tensioned 
engagement with the line and the cushion" (col. 4, 
lines 38-44) . 
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From the disclosure of Ellinwood, we note at the outset that 
there is no disclosure of a coaxial cable. In Ellinwood, the 
conduit lines contain items such as air, oil and fuel. Ellinwood 
also discloses "other conduits or similar lines" but does not 
state that these conduits contain wires. Even if the conduits 
did contain wires, there is no disclosure that the wires would be 
coaxial with the conduit. Thus, we would have to resort to 
speculation to find that the conduit lines are coaxial cables, 
much less coaxial cables with bare segments. Although claim 1 
initially refers to the coaxial cable and bare segments in the 
preamble, the claim additionally refers to the coaxial cable and 
bare segments in the body of the claim, such that the preamble is 
given patentable weight. 

In addition, we find that in Ellinwood, although there is 
disclosure of the supporting clips providing cushioning support, 
there is no disclosure that the cushioning support provides a 
seal. We do not agree with the examiner's assertion (answer, 
page 5) that "a seal is merely something that closes or fastens 
tightly or securely." We find that the examiner has provided 
only a portion of the Definition of a seal, and has taken the 
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definition out of context with the language of the Dictionary- 
definition . Webster's New World Dictionary 1 , Second Edition, 
© 1972, recites: "4. a) something that seals, closes or fastens 
tightly or securely; specif., a piece of metal, paper, etc., so 
placed over a lid, cap, etc. that it must be broken before the 
container can be opened b) a tight closure, as against the 
passage of air or water." 

From our review of the Dictionary definition of a seal, we 
find that "fastening tightly or securely" is not enough to 
provide a seal, but rather that a seal requires that the tight 
enclosure prevents intrusion. As such, the tight cushioned 
support of Ellinwood is not a seal, and accordingly, the edges 13 
of the tubular cushioning material are not sealing lips as 
recited in the claim. Moreover, we agree with appellant (brief, 
page 15) that in Ellinwood, the cushion does not provide a seal 
because it does not surround the conduit. In any event, even if, 
assuming arguendo , we considered the edges of cushion 13 to be 
sealing lips, and considered the conduit of Ellinwood to be a 
coaxial cable with bare elements, Ellinwood would still not 
anticipate independent claims 1 or 13 because the claims recite 



A copy of the pertinent pages of the Dictionary is attached to our 

Decision. 



Appeal No. 2005-0289 
Application No. 09/491,841 



Page 13 



that the protrusion extends beyond the sealing lips. In 
Ellinwood, the cushioning element 13 could only act as a seal 
when compressed around the conduit line. However, as seen in 
figure 7, relied upon by the examiner, resilient tongue-like 
strips 14 do not extend beyond the cushion 13 when the conduit 
supporting clip is in place. Thus, for this additional reason, 
Ellinwood cannot be said to anticipate claims 1 and 13 . 

From all of the above, we find that the examiner has failed 
to establish a prima facie case of anticipation of independent 
claims 1 and 13. Accordingly, the rejection of claims 1, 3, 7, 
8, 11, 13, 14, 16-18, 20, 22, 24, 25, 29 and 39 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(b) as being anticipated by Ellinwood is reversed. 

We turn next to the rejection of claims 23 and 2 6 under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ellinwood. In 
rejecting claims under 3 5 U.S.C. § 103, it is incumbent upon the 
examiner to establish a factual basis to support the legal 
conclusion of obviousness. See In re Fine , 837 F.2d 1071, 1073, 
5 USPQ2d 1596, 1598 (Fed. Cir. 1988) . In so doing, the examiner 
is expected to make the factual determinations set forth in 
Graham v. John Deere Co. , 383 U.S. 1, 17, 148 USPQ 459, 467 
(1966), and to provide a reason why one having ordinary skill in 
the pertinent art would have been led to modify the prior art or 
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to combine prior art references to arrive at the claimed 
invention. Such reason must stem from some teaching, suggestion 
or implication in the prior art as a whole or knowledge generally 
available to one having ordinary skill in the art. Uniroval , 
Inc. v. Rudkin-Wilev Corp. , 837 F.2d 1044, 1051, 5 USPQ2d 1434, 
1438 (Fed. Cir. 1988); Ashland Oil, Inc. v. Delta Resins & 
Refractories, Inc. , 776 F.2d 281, 293, 227 USPQ 657, 664 (Fed. 
Cir. 1985); ACS Hosp . Svs . , Inc. v. Montefiore Hosp. , 732 F.2d 
1572, 1577, 221 USPQ 929, 933 (Fed. Cir. 1984). These showings 
by the examiner are an essential part of complying with the 
burden of presenting a prima facie case of obviousness. Note In 
re Oetiker , 977 F.2d 1443, 1445, 24'USPQ2d 1443, 1444 (Fed. Cir. 
1992). If that burden is met, the burden then shifts to the 
applicant to overcome the prima facie case with argument and/or 
evidence. Obviousness is then determined on the basis of the 
evidence as a whole. See id. ; In re Hedges , 783 F.2d 1038, 1039, 
228 USPQ 685, 686 (Fed. Cir. 1986); In re Piasecki , 745 F.2d 
1468, 1472, 223 USPQ 785, 788 (Fed. Cir. 1984); and In re 
Rinehart , 531 F.2d 1048, 1052, 189 USPQ 143, 147 (CCPA 1976). 
We reverse the rejection of claims 23 and 2 6 as there is no 
evidence of record that would have suggested to an artisan the 
obviousness of the limitations missing from independent claims 1 
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and 13 as noted, supra . Accordingly, the rejection of claims 23 
and 2 6 under 3 5 U.S.C. § 103(a) is reversed. 

We turn next o the rejection of claim 3 0 under 3 5 U.S.C. 
§ 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Ellinwood in view of 
Tinnerman. We cannot sustain the rejection of claim 30 because 
the examiner has not shown that Tinnerman makes up for the basic 
deficiencies of Ellinwood. Accordingly, the rejection of claim 
30 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) is reversed. 

CONCLUSION 

To summarize, the decision of the examiner to reject claims 

1, 3, 7, 8, 11, 13, 14, 16-18, 20, 22-26, 29, 20 and 39 under 35 

U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, is reversed. The decision of the 

examiner to reject claims 1, 3, 7, 8, 11, 13, 14, 16-18, 20, 22, 

24, 25, 29 and 39 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) is reversed. The 

decision of the examiner to reject claims 23, 26 and 30 under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) is reversed. 
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REVERSED 



(I JOSEPH F. RUGC 
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- " scuttle 

to annihilate or disable, as byl 

- < ON. 'itoft Stom thls 8rape 

the skin, as dandruff 2 in v tt ^' 
Jlants. sometimes indicating a ^J Ca,y 

(sWal) ody. [MFr. scurrile ^ , 
■uffoon. prob. < IE baaT < L - 

3 te) n. (L. scurriliuu) { th^^}^ 
coarseness or mdeeeiicy of lL?^ 1 ''' 
•okmg 2. pi. - t ,e. a sMot^ 

^e^to^^ 
'^.•^^d^^^PH. 

^bony „ ho p££™ 

.ethenberiof^+co^etc'? 
^beatmg -„. an instranSt foj 

-tch^ " OCAO " B - ^etic for 
ulum, a shield: see scutum] ZoU 

mall scales or pfates . P ™ 

mistaken for L. scutulatus < 
m a shie ld: see scutum] Biol 

all scales or plates, as on a bird's 

£l P J' ' teI/la J * tModL.; 
L' c£ 6 ^5 CUT F* LLATE, J any of 

mh > l kP°T? y scale or P^te 
utum) + -formts, -form] shaped 

: ^SCVTTLE*] [Brit.] td ScSrff 

J scurrying or bustling about 

sculcl, a dish < OE. <-L. 
scutra, a flat dish] 1. a broad, 
Tain, vegetables, etc. 2. a* kind 
wide hp, used for pouring coal 

-tling [ME. scutlen, prob. -akin' , 
uickly; scurry, esp. away from 

scurry or scamper: hasty flight - 
B. skoUelle < MFr. escoutille; 

an indentation, hollowing r< ,* 
< 9?^' skaut s* a seam, border] j 
roof, fitted with a lid or cover f 
' or hatchway in the outer,hulI 

or cover for any such opening J 
ke or open holes in the hulliofJ 
waterline; esp,, to sink in: this J 
3n (a plan, undertaking, etc?)j 



scuttlebutt 



^t* tie -butt (skuf'l but') n. [orig. < scuttled bull, a cask 
or butt with an opening for a dipper] 1 . Naut. a drinking 
fountain on shipboard ir2. [Golloq.] rumor or gossip, such 
as might be passed at a scuttlebutt 

-cu-tum (skySot'ara) n., pi. scu'ta (-a) [L., prob. < IE. 
base *(s)keut-, to cover, skin, whence L. cutis, skin, Gr. 
skutos, a hide, leather] 1 . the long, leather-covered, wooden 
shield earned by infantrymen in the Roman legions 2. 
lod. a heavy, horny scale or plate, as on the body of certain 
reptiles and insects; scute — [S-] a small S constellation 
between Aquila and Sagittarius 
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seal 




ScyMa (sil'a) [L. < Gr. Skylld] a dangerous rock on the 
Italian side of the Straits of Messina, opposite the whirl - 
pool Chary bdis: in classical mythology both Scylla and 
Chary bdis were personified as female monsters — between 
Scylla and Chary bdis between two perils or evils, neither 
of which can be evaded without risking the other 

scy phi- (si 'fa) [< L. scyphus: see scyphus] a combining 
farm meaning scyphus or cup ( scyphiform] 

gey. phi -form (si 'fa farm') adj. [prec. -f -form] Bot., Zool. 
shaped like a cup or bowl 

gcy.phis to-ma (si fis'ta ma) n., pi. -mae' (-me'), -mas 
[ModL. < L. scyphus, cup (see scyphus) + Gr. stoma. 
mouth (see stoma)] the small, attached polyp stage of 
the scyphozoan jellyfishes, preceding the strobila stage 
jcy.pho-zo an (si 'fa zo'an) n. [< ModL. Scyphozoa, name 
• 0 f the class < Gr. skyphos, a cup -f z&ion, an animal] any 
of - a class (Scyphozoa) of sea coelenterates, consisting of 



~ £ wcc«. tup wn.11 two nanoies ana a 

flat bottom 2. Bot. a cup-shaped part, as in some flowers 
Scy-ros (si'ras) Latm name of SkIros 

scythe (si (J) n. [altered (after L. scinderc. to cut) < ME. 
'sttke < OE. sithc, sigthe, a scythe, akin 
to LowG. seged < IE. base to cut, ^ 

whence saw 1 , L. secare. to cut] a tool 
.with a long, single-edged blade set at an 
angle on a long, curved handle, used 
in cutting long grass, grain, etc. by 
hand — vt. scythed, scyth'ing to cut 
with a scythe 

Scyth i a (sith'e a) ancient region in SE 
Europe, centered about the N coast 
■of the Black Sea 

Scyth i an (-an) adj. of ancient Scythia, 

its people, their language, etc. — n. 1. 

any of a nomadic and warlike people 

who lived in ancient Scythia 2. their scythe 

extinct Iranian language 
S/D sight draft 

S.D., 8.d. Statistics standard deviation 
aid. [L. sine die] without date 
&Dak. South Dakota: also S.D. 

'sdeath (zdeth) inter/. [Obs.J euphemistic contraction of 
.God s death, used as a swearword 
SDS Students for a Democratic Society 
: Se Chem. selenium 
SE, S.E., s.e. 1. southeast 2. southeastern 
sea (se) n. [ME. see < OE. akin to Du. zee, G. see} 1. 
•the continuous body of salt water covering the greater 
part of the earth's surface; ocean 2. a large body of salt 
water wholly or partly enclosed by land [the Red Sea, 
•vnhSea] 3. a large body of fresh water [Sea of Galileej 
t 4. the state of the surface of the ocean with regard to 
waves or swells /"a calm sea} 5. a heavy swell or wave 
©^something like or suggesting the sea in extent or vast- 
aess; very great amount or number /"lost in a sea of debt; 
/Vu ro, i' same w mark' (sense 2) — adj. of, connected 

- &ith, ( or for use at sea — at sea 1. on the open sea 2. un- 
certain; bewildered —follow the sea to make one's living 

I 'S7 s ?, rvin 8 on oceangoing ships — go to sea 1. to become 
asauor 2. to embark on a voyage — put (out) to sea 
to sail away from land 

, sea anchor a large, canvas -covered frame, usually conical, 

- tet-out from a ship as a drag or float to reduce drifting or 
*^to keep the ship heading into the wind 
KSf^J? 10 . 116 a 5 y of vari o u s flowerlike, anthozoan sea 

r ?Tu I ? s i havin S a firm * gelatinous, often large, body without 
^L?SS ton ' t°PP« d ^ith petallike tentacles: they are often 

^.H^V c ? lored and live attached to rocks, pilings, etc. 

1%, J?? 8 t. a U , r *S'. cyimdrical canvas bag in which a sailor 

T*S£k S his clothing and personal belongings 
P£? X * *S y of numerous sea fishesTfamily Serranidae) ; 
^SS^ } th t5t bIack bass (Centropristes strtatus), a dark- 
twwr n m 0r ii lac r k ma^e food fish with large scales and a 
found a 10 ^ the Atlantic coast of the U.S. 
yCaHfnJf?? nt *l a iSUreoUfis gigas) found along the 
6sW ^ 0aSt L and sou thwar<f 2. any of various similar 
Snd'i?fi? e Whl * e 8ea bass ACynoscion nobilis), a drum 
S^bee rX a ^ Wa f ers ^ e l p V aIon f th ^ California coast 
Tm^i^ h f 0 n - [ <, C ^ sh ort?or Construction Battalion] 
° f an T of the construction battalions of the 

aSS^Scffl&as.. 1 ^ states Navy - that 



sea bird a bird living on or near the sea, as a gull or tern 

sea biscuit same as hardtack: also sea bread 

sea -board (-bdrd') n. [ska + board] land or coastal region 

bordering on the sea — adj. bordering on the sea 
Sea-borg (sS'bSrg), Glenn T(heodore) 1912- : U S 

nuclear chemist 
sea 'borne (-bdrn') adj. 1. carried on or by the sea 2 

afloat: said of ships 
sea bream same as bream 1 (sense 2); fcesp., a porgy 

{Archosargus rhomboidalis) of the Atlantic coast of the U.S. 
sea breeze a breeze blowing inland from the sea 
sea calf same as seal 1 (sense 1) 
sea captain the commander of a merchant ship 
sea -coast f-kost') n. land bordering on the sea; seashore 
sea -cock (-kak') n. a valve below the waterline in the hull 

of a snip, used to control the intake of sea water 
sea cow 1. any of several sea mammals (order Sirenia), as 

the dugong and mana tee 2. earlier name for: a) hippo- 
potamus b) WALRUS 
sea crawfish same as spiny lobster: also sea crayfish 
sea cucumber same as holothurian, esp. one with a 

cucumber-shaped body, used as food in the Orient 
sea devil same as devilfish 

sea dog 1. an experienced sailor 2. [transl. of G. seehund 
(or cognate Du. zeehond), altered (as if < see, sea) < 
earlier seelhund < *seel, akin to seal 1 + hund, dog: from 
its bark] any of various seals 3. [Obs.J same as dogfish 
(sense 1) 

sea duck any of various ducks found chiefly on the seas 
sea eagle 1. any of several fish-eating eagles related to the 

bald eagle, as the erne 2. same as osprey 
sea elephant either of two very large seals (genus Mirounga) 

that are hunted for oil: the male has a long proboscis 
sea fan any of several gorgonians with the axial skeleton 
formed into a fanlike structure; esp., a horny coral 
(Gorgonia fiabellum) of the West Indies and Florida Keys 
sea-far-er (-fer'ar) n. a traveler by sea: esp.. a sailor 
sea-far-ln^ (-fer'irj) adj. of or engaged in life at sea — n. 

1. the busmess or profession of a sailor 2. travel by sea 
sea feather any of several anthozoans with the skeleton 
branched into a featherlike form; esp., same as sea pen 
sea fight a battle fought between ships at sea 
* sea- food (-f50d') n. food prepared from or consisting of 

saltwater fish or shellfish 
sea -fowl (-foul') n. any bird living on or near the sea 
sea -front (-frunf) n. the part of a town or other built-up 

area facing on the sea 
sea-girt (-gurt') adj. surrounded by the sea 
sea go ing (-go'in) adj. 1. made for use on the open sea 
/ a seagoing schooner,/ 2. same as seafaring 
sea green a pale bluish green — sea '-green' adj. 
sea gull same as gull 1 ; esp., any gull living along a seacoast 
sea hare any of a number of large, sluglUce, gastropod sea 
mollusks (genus Aplysia), with a rudimentary internal 
shell and a prominent front pair of tentacles 
sea holly a European plant {Eryngium maritimum) of the 
parsley family, with leathery, bluish, spiny leaves and 
globular heads of small, bluish flowers 
sea horse 1. any of various small, semitropical, marine 
fishes (family Syngnathidae) , with a slender 
prehensile tail, plated body, and a head and 
foreparts somewhat like those of a horse: it 
normalh' swims in an upright position 2. same { 
as walrus 3. a mythical sea creature, half 
fish and half horse 
fcsea -Island cotton a fine kind of long-fibered 
cotton (Gossypium barbadense) grown orig. in 
the Sea Islands 
^J?^, Is l ands chain of islands off the coasts of 

S.C., Ga„ & N Fla. 
sea kale [from growing near the coast] a fleshy, 
European, coastal plant (Crambe maritima) of 
the mustard family, whose edible young shoots 
are blanched and used like asparagus sea horse 

sea king [after ON. sskonungr (OE. srkyning)] (to 6 in. 

any of the Norse pirate chiefs of the Middle Ages long) 
seal* fsgl) n [M& seel < OFr. < L. sigillSm, W 
a seal, mark, dim. of signum: see sign] 1. a design, initial, 
or other device placed on a letter, document, etc., as a 
mark of genuineness or authenticity: letters were formerly 
closed with a wafer of molten wax into which was pressed 
the distinctive seal of the sender 2. a stamp, signet ring, 
etc. used for making such an impression 3. a wax wafer, 
piece of paper, etc. bearing the impression of some official 
design and used as to authenticate a signature or document 
4. a) something that seals, closes, or fastens tightly or 
securely; specif., a piece of metal, paper, etc. so placed over 
a hd. cap, etc. that it must be broken before the container 
can be opened b) a tight closure, as against the passage 
of air or water 5. anything that confirms, authenticates, 
or guarantees; pledge 6. an indication; sign: token [a hand- 
shake as a seal of friendship/ 7. any device, as a looped 
trap filled with water, preventing the passage of gas 
through a pipe <r$. an ornamental stamp placed on 
envelopes, packages, etc. /a Christmas seal} —vt. [ME. 
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